PMC-like changes, usually associated with perioperative hypotension and with more extensive gastrointestinal tract involvement, have also been described. In neither clinical setting has pseudomembranous appendicitis been recorded. A case of pseudomembranous appendicitis in a 76 year old woman is described. ( Discussion Involvement of the appendix in pseudomembranous colitis has not to our knowledge been documented previously. This disease typically involves the colon, although a case involving an ileal conduit has also been published.3 Similarly, PMC-like changes involving the gastrointestinal tract from the oesophagus to the colon have been described, usually occurring after abdominal surgery, but there is no mention of appendiceal involvement.2 4 Why there is occasional appendiceal involvement despite similar degrees of severity and extent of disease is uncertain. Although the features of pseudomembranous colitis have been reported in other pathological states, including infective and ischaemic aetiologies,5 6 we feel it is important to document the occurrence of pseudomembranous appendicitis. While Arber described the case of a 76 year old woman who crypt had an exploratory laparotomy for a presumptive diagnosis of perforated appendicitis and who had pseudomembranous colitis localised to the caecum,7 the clinical presentation in our two cases with appendiceal involvement was that of typical PMC rather than that of acute appendicitis. Although in up to 10% of patients with pseudomembranous colitis, the proximal colon only may be involved8 and despite our findings which indicate that appendiceal involvement can occur, an isolated pseudomembranous appendicitis with clinical features of acute appendicitis has yet to be described.
